32 Bluebird Lane /was Wethersfield Road 
1765 


Abijah North (1792-1864) & Hepzibah Deming (1800- 
1831 


colonial 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 

Collection. Slide #036 
Before1777  Abijah North Current owner: Joseph Gotsovitch or Stephanus Getswick 
Wethersfield Road; 1/4 m. east of Route 
5; faces south 
Wood house. Integral Saltbox. Original 
central chimney removed. Two stories 
and a half. 5 window front. 4 inch double 
overhang. Outside of house is covered 
with modern wide clapboards; the house 
is apparently earlier than date on sign. 
Heavy oak lintel over large kitchen 
fireplace; the walls of the kitchen are 
vertical featheredge boards. Enclosed 
staircased corner posts and summer beams; later mantel in north room; no paneling remains. 


Connecticut State Library, State Archives 
WPA Architectural Survey: wpa_archsurvey_berll36 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
Before 1777 Isaac Abijah North. Current owner: Stephanus Getswick. Wethersfield Road 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 164 


18 century 22 Wethersfield Road Current owners: Richard & Donna Rampone 


Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1785 current owners: Derek Hall & Karie McKevitt 
32 Bluebird Lane 
colonial 


Brief genealogy: Abijah North (1792-1864), son of Seth North & Eunice 
Woodford. He married Hepzibah Deming (1800-1831) in 1824. They had so 
children Israel, Franklin, Elizabeth. They are buried in Beckley Cemetery. 
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36' x 30' 


i Aspholt shingle 
711. NUMBER OF STORIES 


2 1/2 


ONDITION (Siri (urald 


O Excellent Good 


oO Foir oO Deteriorated O Excellent 
Yes a No 


oO Ridge parallel to the street 


() Specity) 


thatern) 


k) Good DO Foir oO Dcterioroted 


1F YES, EXPLAIN 


Siding, altered sa 


= 1) 


ea Other londscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 


T3. INTEGRITY (i.e ations WHEN ” (Alterations) 
On original 
site id Liteved 
14 L D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND PE FEATURES 
i Barn is Shed O Garage 
‘ Corriage 
house EJ Shop 0 Garden 


TS SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


as DO Open land lean x) Residential 
Indus- 
i C LL) commercial eal OD Rural 
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oO Scattered buildings visible from site 


i) High building density 


URROUNDING 


On small lot in modern housing tract. 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (intertor and/ot exterior) 


This house has a three-bay facade with a central entry. Nearly all 
visible exterior fabric is new. Windows are small and are fitted with 
modern 1-over-1 sash and modern storm sash. Hewn overhangs are found 
at the second floor and across the gable ends. Fenestration on side 
elevations is irregular. The rear features an original leanto. 
Interiors feature exposed summer beams and low ceilings; roof framing 
is old and lacks a ridgepiece. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


RCH! BUILOER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Although virtually all of the visible exterior fabric is new, this house 
is significant as a good example of an 18th-century central chimney 
house. An adaptation of traditional English building techniques to a 
harsh climate rich in stone, timber and firewood, the central chimney 
house was the predominant domestic building type in 18th-century New 
England. It remained popular in relatively isolated areas such as 
Berlin until after 10. Despite the extensive alterations, a number 

of features reflect this dwelling's 18&h-century origins including the 
small windows, symmetrical three-bay facade, hewn overhangs, and leanto. 
The interiors, with exposed summer beams and timbers, reveal a basically 
intact 18th-century structural system. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Little could be discovered about the early history of this house. 
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